[bookmark: _GoBack]TUNKHANNOCK BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Mid-Month Meeting
January 15, 2020


President Robert Robinson called the Mid-Month in the Borough Building, 126 Warren Street, Tunkhannock, PA at 2:00 p.m.  He led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  
  
Present were: Mayor Stacy Huber; Council Members: Ben Barziloski, Dan Gay, Robert Robinson, Ruth Vincenti, David Wiggins and Borough Manager Dawn Welch.  Absent: Ronald Coolbaugh, Scott Douthett, and Lisa Tesluk.
Others present were:  Chief Keith Carpenter, Acting Corporal Dustin Cokely, Officer Richard Stevens, Gina Stevens, April Powers, Luke Kresge, Officer Stephen Williams, Wyoming County Chief Detective David Ide, Sherriff Robert L. Roberts, Officer Patrick Butkiewicz, Lynnelle Farber, and Wyoming County Examiner Reporter Brook Williams.
Public Privilege of the Floor:   N/A
Police Committee:

Chairman David Wiggins reported the Police Committee, President Robinson, Mayor Huber, Ruth Vincenti, Manager Welch met with the Police Officer's Association (Chief Carpenter, and Acting Corporal Cokely) met on January 8, 2020 to discuss promotions and CBA changes.

On motion by David Wiggins, seconded by Ruth Vincenti, move to approve amendment changes a). Article XV.B.1, any full time officer hired on or after January 1, 2020 shall receive ten days severance pay after 25 years of service, and b). Article V111.B.1, any full time officer hired on or after January 31, 2020 will not be provided a Medicare Supplemental policy. Motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Wiggins on behalf of the Police Committee recommends promoting Acting Corporal Dustin Cokely to Acting Sergeant Dustin Cokely. Cokely was instrumental in investigating and conducting numerous high profile arrests. Ambitious work ethic while always remaining respectful and professional. He has continuously stepped up and preformed additional duties when needed. He has already stepped into the role of Sergeant by taking over several of the assignments. He sought after for advice and opinions not only by our officers, but officers from other departments. Lastly, he has proven several times over that his intentions are based on the betterment of Tunkhannock Borough.

On motion by David Wiggins, seconded by Dan Gay, move to appoint Acting Corporal Dustin Cokely to Acting Sergeant Dustin Cokely. Motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Wiggins, on behalf of the Police Committee requested to have the Civil Service Commission adopt a Sergeant's test that is more in line to the needs of smaller municipalities rather than the requirements of a "Big City" police force.

On motion by David Wiggins, seconded by Ben Barziloski, recommends Council request a Sergeant's test of this type to the Civil Service Commission. Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by David Wiggins, seconded by Dan Gay, move to hire Richard Stevens (only name on the Civil Service Eligibility List) to a full time officer. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Huber sworn in Officer Richard Stevens.

Chief Keith Carpenter thanked the Police Committee, Borough Council, and Civil Service Commission. Chief Carpenter thanked the Borough Manager Welch publically


Mayor Huber again congratulated Officer Stevens on his being sworn in. He then noted the extensive and time consuming actions required to successfully complete this important project, he echoed Chief Carpenter’s thanks to all concerned (Civil Service Commission, Police Committee, Borough Council, Police Department, and Borough Manager) for their dedicated efforts over many months toward that end. 

Finance and Administration Committees:   

Manager Welch thanked Kenni Parr, Tax Collector for doing a great job.

Transportation and Streets Committees:  N/A

Building and Property Committees:  N/A

Riverside Park Committee:   

Mayor Huber reported: It was noted at our last regular meeting that some changes might be forthcoming as a result of recent additions to the make-up of the Park’s Board. The new members are already gearing up to address current issues and to prepare for activities as we approach spring and summer. In addition, we anticipate that the Board and Council, in conjunction with our Solicitor, will be reviewing governing directives, currency and compliance matters, funding opportunities, and other matters for possible changes and improvements, as may prove applicable. Although it’s quite early in the process, we are very encouraged and look forward to working with them.
Planning & Zoning Committees: 

Chairman Dan Gay announce the committee will meet January 28th at 9:00 a.m.

Council of Governments (COG): 

Chairman Barziloski reported the next meeting should be February 11, 2020.  

Other Business:  N/A

Council Privilege of the Floor:  

Everyone congratulated Officer Richard Stevens.

On motion by Dan Gay, seconded by Ben Barziloski, move to adjourn the meeting at 2:22 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Dawn Welch, 
Borough Manager 






