TUNKHANNOCK BOROUGH COUNCIL

Regular Meeting
December 4, 2014

Council President Stacy Huber called the Monthly Meeting of the Tunkhannock Borough
Council to order in the Borough Building, 126 Warren Street, Tunkhannock, PA at
7:00p.m, He led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag,

Present were: Mayor Norman Ball; Council Members Marshall Davis, Stacy Huber,
Joseph Myers, Robert Robinson, Ruby Sands, Wendy Sweppenheiser, and Ruth Vincenti;
and Borough Manager Dawn Welch. Absent: Scott Douthett.

Others present: Wyoming County Press Examiner (WCPE) Editor Bob Baker; Citizens Patti
Mead, Ned Slocum, Susan DiStadio, Ned Slocum, Carl Penedos, Joey Maniskas, Mark Monsey,
Nancy and Charlie VerBryck, and Police Chief Roger Hardy.

Reading of Minutes and Bills:

On a motion by Joseph Myers, seconded by Ruby Sands, the minutes of the meeting on
November 6, 2014, were approved. Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Robert Robinson, seconded Ruth Vincenti, move to approve payment of the
bills. Motion carried unanimously.

Public Privilege of the Floor:

Nancy Ver Bryck read a letter that she had written to the Tunkhannock Borough Council
concerning social media, specifically the Tunkhannock Borough Police Department’s Facebook
page. She noted that, when charges are posted (on social media) prior to a conviction, the
ramifications for her, not only personally and professionally but also for the Borough, can be
detrimental. The case in point involved her having been arrested for driving under the influence;
however, all charges were subsequently withdrawn at her hearing, due to a “0.0” (sic) blood
alcohol reading. A discussion followed, after which she requested that Council review the
Facebook Policy so that, in the future, other people would not have to go through what she did.

On motion by Robert Robinson, seconded by Ruth Vincenti, move to include her letter in
the minutes. Motion carried unanimously. (See attached)

Finance and Administration Committee:

President Huber reported that the 2015 Tax Levy Ordinance 2014-3, which included a one mill
property tax increase, had been duly advertised.

On motion by Robert Robinson, seconded by Marshall Davis, move to adopt Ordinance
2014-3 (2015 Tax Levy Ordinance). By a vote of six to one (6 to 1), with Wendy



Sweppenheiser voting No, the motion carried.

President Huber reported that the 2015 Newsletter, along with the Holiday, Clean-Up, and
Meetings schedules, has been finalized.

On motion by Marshall Davis, seconded by Joseph Myers, move to approve the 2015
Newsletter, along with the schedules for Holidays, Clean-Ups, and Meetings. Motion
carried unanimously,

January’s Council meeting will be on Monday, January 5, 2015 at 7 p.m,

Department of Public Works (DPW) Committee:

Committee Chairman Robert Robinson reported that: 1) a Committee meeting was held on
November 24th; and 2) leaves now must be bagged for pick-up.

Building and Property Committee:

President Huber reported that the Building and Property Committee had met to review and provide
comments on the draft lease (prepared by Solicitor Litwin) for A Better Today. The proposed
changes were then forwarded to the Solicitor; and we are awaiting an updated draft.

Riverside Park Comnission:

Mayor Ball reported that the bench honoring Chuck St. Clair had been vandalized; but he also
noted that Bill Ruark (Meshoppen Stone)} had volunteered to have it fixed. Manager Welch
reported that it was repaired the same day

Police:

Mayor Ball reported that Univest Municipal Pension Services, in accordance with prescribed
administrative procedures, established the annual cost-of-living adjustment (COLA), for retired
Police Chief David Ide, at an increase of 1.7% for 2015.

On motion by Marsall Davis, seconded by Joseph Myers, move to approve the COLA
increase of 1.7% for 2015 for David Ide. Motion carried nanimoulsy.

Chief Hardy presented a summary of the Police Report for the month of November, 2014,
Note: a copy of the report is on file in the Police Department.

Planning and Zoning:

President Huber noted that the Walnut Hill Development proposal, which had been submitted for
consideration by the Wyoming County Planning Commission, was denied, pending resolution of
multiple issues. He further stated that he had been advised that the Developer was working
toward addressing these issues.



Council of Governments (COG):

The next meeting will be December 9, 2014,
New Business: N/A
Old Business: N/A

Council Privilege of the Floor:

President Huber: .
a) Stated that he was pleased to advise that DPW Supervisor Steve Stonier had beed cleared
medically to return to work on Monday, December 8th. He commended the DPW Staff
for "stepping up" during Steve’s absence.
b) Requested that Council Members advise Manager Welch if they wished to have changes
made to their Council Committee assignments.

On motion by Robert Robinson, seconded by Joseph Myers, move to go into executive
session at 7:38 p.m, for matters involving arbitration, a grievance, and potential litigation.
Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Rebert Robinson, seconded by Ruth Vincenti, move to go into regular
session at 8:15 p.m, Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Robert Robinson, seconded by Joseph Myers, move to adjourn the meeting
at 8:17p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Dawn Welch
Borough Manager




Dear Tundidanmnoth Borougle Covneld, 12.4.2014

| wowld like to thank David lde, Stacey Huber,
Do Weledv, Moyor Boll and Officer Howdy for taking
the tume, for meet withv me o my concerny regaroing the
Bsune  of sotial wmedio, afttr my wnome made He o
Twndkhorunotds Bovoughhv Police "faceboolk) page. We as
americont howve the providege ond right of freedom of
speech, however when charges arve ' posted "' priov fo- o
corwiction the ramificofiony for us not only personally
and: profussionally , but also fo Bovough can be
detrimentol. We hoave ypoke withv othery on Huis matter
botiv professinal and personal and. Hey feel as shrongly
as we o, hence thiy letter.

[ wag avvesteol on July 23, | wos informed. via test that
[ had been posted on facehook withe my "charges) along
withv 200 "bked' | untll that point woy wnaware that
Turdhosnnotls Borough Police had a facehook page. On
September 16 | was suwmmoned, fo- covwt before Magistorte
Daside Plwminer, all chhawges were withdramwn dune oo a
0.0 bloodl alecohol content | called Mayor Balll n
wivch e promptly met withe me, along wiflv Officer
Howoy, prior to- Hat | did speaks withe Officer Hardy and
askeds i f he would post tHhat wy charges were



notivng had been posted to- sfate otiverwise. | exploined
- thewe of my concernsy of e social media and OF
rawdfleotiony, affer muciv disevssion, | cordinumed +o-
support my uninotence and e conflnaned. fo- support iy
offucery . Officer Havdy then said that good people make
wastokes onds that my bloods test was a fluke,( botiv vialy
were testeds ) | felt that was a very personal affock and
winprofessinal. | respect  offlecery and feel fhat we oy
chizeny showldds hove the some common comrtesy in
refurng | agoin, was found innotent of all chharges. My
hishand also went to- the borough police, Officer Hardy
wos very oftendtwve . Offucer Cavpenter however replied,
ave we Sl beating Huy dead hovse.. | must fell you
this, on o very pevsonal note n regarvds fo- fie ndergrity
of my repwtntion, | do not consider U a dead horse, | Hry
for conduet myself, not only fo- my community, but fo
myself withv highest slondords. | will confinue o
support Uk not- ondy fom myself bud fo- angone else ot may
encovnter these some clrcmstances

[ o not writung thuis letter witlv any disregaro o
the borouglh covncid, police force and Us officery, or
Mayor Ball, and do- respect and. appreciote all of your
conduct on providing comumunity safety. If | felt Hhat |
Wi U oy woy o danger tor myself or anyone, | would
not be writing this leter o ubmit myself fo- any frurther




embarrassment: | support my nnotence. The cownrt
supports my bunocence, Due +o- all Hat was posted va
facehools priov fo- my covut hearing | am sill reciesing
phone cally on owr businesy Une. So | am wiriting Hiis
o o very personal nofe o oy experience, e
ramfieationy, not only personally but profesinally and.
wirat Ut may possibly couse i the future fo- the borougiv
frovm anotiver Lnnotent citlzen | consider myself and my
hwsband law abiding citizensy, withv respect for owr
cormmundity, wwvmmmmbw the clfizens, covncll
borough, police e | do hope that this has some
precedence v the future on your social media policys
andh charges written prior fo- convition, not only for me,
but someone elpe n the fuhure The local newspapers
hove publighed my dismissed charges. We not only g
community, buwt person fo person shouwld  conduet
ourselves U sinche o manner, withv Hie wimost respect: |
do- appreciote youw tme and atterndion fo-Hiis matter.

Thand yo

Nancy VerBryck



